________________PROGRAMME OF STUDY FOR KS4
Term 1
Theme E: Religion, crime and
punishment
Students must be able to explain
contrasting beliefs on the following three
issues with reference to the main
religious tradition in Britain (Christianity)
and one or more other religious
traditions:
Corporal punishment.
Death penalty.
Forgiveness
Students will study the aims of
punishment, including:
Retribution
Deterrence
Reformation.
The treatment of criminals, including:
Prison
Corporal punishment
Community service.
Forgiveness.
The death penalty.
Ethical arguments related to the death
penalty, including those based on the
principle of utility and sanctity of life

Term 2
Islam beliefs and teachings
Students will study the six articles of
faith in Sunni Islam and five roots of
Usul ad-Din in Shi’a Islam, including
key similarities and differences.
The Oneness of God (Tawhid), Qur’an
Surah 112.
The nature of God: omnipotence,
beneficence, mercy, fairness and
justice (Adalat in Shi’a Islam),
including different ideas about God’s
relationship with the world:
immanence and transcendence.
Angels, their nature and role,
including Jibril and Mika’il.
Predestination and human freedom
and its relationship to the Day of
Judgement.
Life after death (Akhirah), human
responsibility and accountability,
resurrection, heaven and hell.
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Term 3
Islam practices
Students will study the Five Pillars of
Sunni Islam and the Ten Obligatory
Acts of Shi’a Islam.
Sawm: the role and significance of
fasting during the month of Ramadan
including origins, duties, benefits of
fasting, the exceptions and their
reasons, and the Night of Power,
Qur’an 96:1-5.
Zakah: the role and significance of
giving alms including origins, how and
why it is given, benefits of receipt,
Khums in Shi’a Islam.
Hajj: the role and significance of the
pilgrimage to Makkah including
origins, how hajj is performed, the
actions pilgrims perform at sites
including the Ka’aba at Makkah, Mina,
Arafat, Muzdalifah and their
significance.
Jihad: different understandings of
jihad: the meaning and significance of
greater and lesser jihad; origins,
influence and conditions for the
declaration of lesser jihad.

Term 4

Term 5

Term 6

Christianity beliefs and
teachings

Christianity practices

Theme C: The existence of
God

Students will study the nature of God:
God as omnipotent, loving and just,
and the problem of evil and suffering.
The oneness of God and the Trinity:
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Different Christian beliefs about
creation including the role of Word
and Spirit (John 1:1-3 and Genesis 1:13).
Different Christian beliefs about the
afterlife and their importance,
including: resurrection and life after
death; judgement, heaven and hell.
The incarnation and Jesus as the Son
of God, the crucifixion, resurrection
and ascension.
The means of salvation, including law,
grace and Spirit. The role of Christ in
salvation including the idea of
atonement.

Festivals and commemorations and
their importance for Muslims in Great
Britain today, including the origins
and meanings of Id-ul-Adha, Id-ul-Fitr,
Ashura.

Assessment

GCSE style exam paper
consisting of a 12, 5, 4, 2 and 1
mark question.

GCSE style exam paper
consisting of a 12, 5, 4, 2
and 1 mark question.

GCSE style exam paper
consisting of a 12, 5, 4, 2
and 1 mark question.

GCSE style exam paper
consisting of a 12, 5, 4, 2 and
1 mark question.

Students will study different forms of
worship and their significance,
including:
Liturgical, non-liturgical and informal,
including the use of the Bible, private
worship, prayer and its significance,
including the Lord’s Prayer, set prayers
and informal prayer.
The role and meaning of the
sacraments.
The role and importance of pilgrimage
and celebrations.
Students will study the role of the
Church in the local community
including:

food banks

street pastors

the place of mission

evangelism and Church
growth.

Students must be able to
explain contrasting beliefs on
the following three issues with
reference to the main religious
tradition in Britain (Christianity)
and non-religious beliefs such as
atheism and humanism:





Visions.
Miracles.

Nature as general
revelation.
Students will study
philosophical arguments for and
against the existence of God,
such as The Design, The First
Cause argument, The argument
from miracles, Evil and suffering
as an argument against the
existence of God and arguments
based on science against the
existence of God.

They will also study the importance of
the worldwide Church including:

working for reconciliation

how Christian churches
respond to persecution

the work of Christian Aid.

Students will also study the
nature of the divine and
revelation such as, special
revelation as a source of
knowledge about the divine,
enlightenment as a source of
knowledge about the divine,
general revelation.

GCSE style exam paper
consisting of a 12, 5, 4, 2 and
1 mark question.

GCSE style exam paper
consisting of a 12, 5, 4,
2 and 1 mark question.
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Theme D: Religion, peace and conflict

Theme B: Religion and life
Revisited

Islam and Christianity overview

Themes overview

Paper practice and exam technique

Students must be able to explain
contrasting beliefs on the following three
issues with reference to the main
religious tradition in Britain (Christianity)
and one or more other religious
traditions:
•
Violence.
•
Weapons of mass
destruction.
•
Pacifism.

Students must be able to explain
contrasting beliefs on the following
three issues with reference to the
main religious tradition in Britain
(Christianity) and one or more other
religious traditions:

Students will revisit Component 1:
The study of religions: beliefs,
teachings and practices.

Students will revisit Component 2:
Thematic studies.

Students will spend a term consolidating
all knowledge from the two GCSE units.
Students will focus on effectively using
exam time to present their knowledge
of Christianity and Islam.

Student will study religion and belief as a
cause of war and violence in the
contemporary world. This will include the
following:
Nuclear weapons, including nuclear
deterrence.
The use of weapons of mass destruction.
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Religion and peace-making in the
contemporary world including the work
of individuals influenced by religious
teaching.
Religious responses to the victims of war
including the work of one present day
religious organisation.

•
•
•
•

They will consolidate knowledge on
Christian and Islamic beliefs,
teachings and practices.

They will consolidate their
knowledge on crime and
punishment, religion and life, the
existence of God and religion, peace
and conflict.

GCSE style exam paper
consisting of a 12, 5, 4, 2
and 1 mark question.

GCSE style exam paper
consisting of a 12, 5, 4, 2 and
1 mark question.

Abortion.
Euthanasia.
Animal
experimentation.
The origins and
value of the
universe

The origins of the universe, including:
religious teachings about the origins
of the universe, and different
interpretations of these
the relationship between scientific
views, such as the Big Bang theory,
and religious views.
The use and abuse of the
environment, including the use of
natural resources, pollution.
The use and abuse of animals,
including:
animal experimentation
the use of animals for food.
The origins and value of human life

Assessment

The origins of life, including:
religious teachings about the origins
of human life, and different
interpretations of these
the relationship between scientific
views, such as evolution, and religious
views.
Abortion, including situations when
the mother's life is at risk.
Euthanasia.
Beliefs about death and an afterlife,
and their impact on beliefs about the
value of human life.

GCSE style exam paper
consisting of a 12, 5, 4, 2 and 1
mark question.

GCSE style exam paper
consisting of a 12, 5, 4, 2
and 1 mark question.

GCSE style exam paper
consisting of a 12, 5, 4, 2 and
1 mark question.
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